
THE CIRCLE OF 
EMPOWERMENT 
 

Twenty-Five Years of the UN 
Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination Against Women 
 
Hanna Beate Schöpp-Schilling, Editor 
Cees Flinterman, Associate Editor 
 
Adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly, 
the Convention on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination Against Women 
(CEDAW) is the most important human rights 
treaty for women ever created. The United 
States is the only industrialized country that 
has yet to ratify it.  

Essays and personal reflections written by 
42 former and current members of CEDAW’s 
Committee and 5 UN staff members reveal the 
profound impact this Convention has had on 
women’s lives around the world. With 
examples and moving reminiscences from 
Korea to Egypt, from Russia to the Caribbean 
and beyond, this collection addresses 
CEDAW’s impact on women in personal 
status laws, labor markets, migration, human 
trafficking, politics, as well as the obstacles 
created by cultural stereotypes. 
 
A member of the CEDAW Committee since 1989, 
HANNA BEATE SCHÖPP-SCHILLING is 
currently a lecturer and consultant on women, 
gender, youth, and human rights in Europe and 
Asia. CEES FLINTERMAN, a member of the 
CEDAW Committee since 2003, is a professor of 
international law at Utrecht University in the 
Netherlands. 
 
Publisher: The Feminist Press at CUNY 
Publication Date: December 2007 
Pages: 392 
Paperback: $24.95, ISBN 978-1-
55861-563-2 
Library cloth: $55.00, ISBN 978-1-
55861-564-9 

 

CONTENTS 
 
Message on CEDAW’s Twenty-Fifth 
Anniversary  

Kofi A. Annan, Secretary-General of the 
United Nations (1997–2006) 

Introduction and Acknowledgments, Hanna 
Beate Schöpp-Schilling, Germany, Cees 
Flinterman, The Netherlands 

Personal Reflection:  
In Celebration, Rachel N. Mayanja, Assistant 

Secretary-General, Special Adviser on 
Gender Issues and Advancement of Women  

_______________________________________ 
THE CONVENTION AS A LIVING 
INSTRUMENT 
The Nature and Scope of the Convention, Hanna 

Beate Schöpp-Schilling, Germany 
Personal Reflection:  

Interpreting the Convention, Silvia Rose 
Cartwright, New Zealand 

Relationships with UN Conferences, Specialized 
Agencies, Programs, and Funds, Ivanka Corti, 
Italy  

_______________________________________ 
HUMAN RIGHTS I: OVERARCHING 
CHALLENGES  
Universalizing Women’s Human Rights Through 

CEDAW, Savitri Goonesekere, Sri Lanka 
Culture, Religion, and CEDAW’s Article 5 (a), 

Frances Raday, Israel     
Personal Reflections:  

In the Muslim World, Emna Aouij, Tunisia 
From the Arab Region, Naela Gabr, Egypt 

Education and Legal Literacy, Silvia Pimentel, 
Brazil 

Personal Reflection:  
Persistent Discrimination, Christine Kapalata, 

United Republic of Tanzania 
Private Global Enterprises, International Trade, 

and Finance, Elizabeth Evatt, Australia 
_______________________________________ 
HUMAN RIGHTS II: SPECIFIC 
CHALLENGES 
Poverty, Prostitution, and Trafficking, Elvira 

Novikova, Russian Federation 
Personal Reflection:  

Rethinking Prostitution and Trafficking, 
Krisztina Morvai, Hungary  

Unfinished Battles: Political and Public Life, 
Françoise Gaspard, France 

Impediments to Progress: The Formal Labor 
Market, Hanna Beate Schöpp-Schilling, 
Germany 

Personal Reflection:  
Opportunities and Traps--The Informal Labor 

Market, Pramila Patten, Mauritius 
The Female Face of Migration, Rosario G. Manalo, 

Philippines 
Women’s Health—Accommodating Difference, 

Carmel Shalev, Israel 
Rights of Rural Women: Examples from Latin 

America, Aída González Martínez, Mexico 
Violence against Women: Providing the Missing 

Link Through CEDAW, Heisoo Shin, Republic 
of Korea 

Women in War and Its Aftermath: Liberia, 
Charlotte Abaka, Ghana 

_______________________________________ 
THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE 
The Nature and Mandate of the Committee, Hanna 

Beate Schöpp-Schilling, Germany 
Personal Reflections:   

Support by the UN Division for the 
Advancement of Women, Ingeborg Creydt, 
Germany 

The Early Years, Luvsandanzangyn Ider, 
Mongolia 

Challenging Governments, Marie Caron, 
Canada 

The First Twelve Years, Désirée Patricia 
Bernard, Guyana  

The Middle Years, Salma Khan, Bangladesh 
Outreach and Impact, Norma Monica Forde, 

Barbados 
Dual Perspectives, Mervat Tallawy, Egypt 
Working for Equality, Meriem Belmihoub-

Zerdani, Algeria 
Achievements and Obstacles, Victoria Popescu, 

Romania 
Challenges and Impact, Kongit Sinegiorgis, 

Ethiopia 
Progress and Obstacles, Philomena Kintu, 

United Republic of Tanzania  
On Twenty Years of Involvement, Jane Connors, 

Australia 



Strengthening Women’s Human Rights Through 
the Optional Protocol, Cees Flinterman, The 
Netherlands  

The Juarez Murders and the Inquiry Procedure, 
Maria Regina Neves Xavier Amorim Tavares da 
Silva, Portugal, and Yolanda Ferrer Gómez, 
Cuba 

Personal Reflection:  
The Circle of Empowerment, Aurora Javate de 

Dios, Philippines 
From Global to Local: The Involvement of NGOs, 

Shanthi Dairiam, Malaysia 
Personal Reflections:  

Achieving Fruitful Results, Feng Cui, China 
A Lawyer’s Perspective, Miriam Estrada-

Castillo, Ecuador 
The Finnish Act on Equality, Pirkko Mäkinen, 

Finland 
A Source of Inspiration, Sjamsiah Achmad, 

Indonesia 
An Important Part of History, Ryoko Akamatsu, 

Japan 
Spreading the Convention’s Norms Through 

Education, Hadja Assa Diallo Soumaré, Mali 
_______________________________________ 
REMAINING CHALLENGES AND THE 
WAY FORWARD 
Personal Reflections: 

Thoughts on the Committee’s Past, Hopes for Its 
Future, Feride Acar, Turkey 

Important Changes and Further Reforms Needed, 
Göran Melander, Sweden 

Reflections on the Future, Dubravka Šimonović, 
Croatia 

 
Works Cited 
Contributors’ Biographies 
Text of the Convention 
Text of the Optional Protocol 
Summary List of General Recommendations 
Index 
  
 
 

 

CELEBRATE 25 YEARS OF THE 
CEDAW COMMITTEE WITH AN 

ADVANCE COPY OF 
THE CIRCLE OF EMPOWERMENT! 

 
Name: ________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

City: __________________________________________  

State: ________________ Zip:  ____________________ 

Phone: ________________________________________ 

Email: _________________________________________ 

Payment  

Check:  _____ (made out to The Feminist Press) 

Credit: _____ (Circle one: Visa, MC, AmEx) 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Exp. Date: ____________________________________ 

Signature: 

_______________________________________ 

Today’s Date: _________________________ 

Please return to: The Feminist Press at CUNY, 365 
Fifth Avenue, Suite 5406, New York, NY 10016. Or 
call 212-817-7920 and mention this flyer. 

COMING IN 
DECEMBER: 

 TITLE SPECIAL  
ADVANCE 
PRICE* 

QTY TOTAL 

THE FIRST 
COMPREHENSIVE 

COLLECTION BY AND 
ABOUT THE COMMITTEE 

ON THE ELIMINATION 
OF DISCRIMINATION 

AGAINST WOMEN 

  
THE CIRCLE  
OF 
EMPOWERMENT 

$20 
  

 
Shipping & handling:$4 for 1st book; $1 each  
additional; outside U.S., please contact us  
directly for rates 

 

                                             TOTAL  

*PRICING VALID UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 2007. THE BOOK WILL  
BE SHIPPED UPON PUBLICATION IN DECEMBER 2007.  

 


	An Important Part of History, Ryoko Akamatsu, Japan 
	Spreading the Convention’s Norms Through Education, Hadja Assa Diallo Soumaré, Mali 
	REMAINING CHALLENGES AND THE WAY FORWARD 

